
April 2~,

The Honor~le B~ce Babbi~
S~eta~ of ~e lntedor ~ ~ ~ ......

Wishington, DC 20240

RE: Implementliion of Cen~al Vai;ey Proi~ improve~n~ Act

We are in re~lpt of a copy of an ApdI
groups regarding implementation of Sec~on ~0~b)(2) of the Cen~al Valley Proje~
Improveme~tAct Con~ to the leffe~s impli~tion, Se~io~ 3406(b)(2) is being implemented
¯ is year. This is best eviden~d by ~e fact the no~ithstanding five ~nsecutive wet yea~,
Central Valley Pmje~ agricultural con~a~ors south of the D~ta have received only a 70%
~lloc~@on. This w~ter supply redu~ion has resulted from impl~menf~ti~n of th~ Bay-Delta
A~O~ and o~er ups~eam ac~o~s taken for the benefit of anadmmous fish. So,ion
~4~(b)(2) is being implemented.

As you know, Intedor has impl~mu=~t=d a r~du~Lior~ i=~ expo~ ui~der the 1995 biologi~l
opinioR for De~a Smelt that ~i~c{des wi~ ~e Sa~ Joaqui~ River pulse flow pedod. Contra~
to statemen~ confined in the Apd121 ie~er, the a~on that ~s enjoin~ by ~e Ois~ Gou~
was not a =~{i~{ly-needed fish restoration a~ion." Rathe, ~e proposed action was an
e~edment ~at was intended to collect data confining ~e relationship, if any, be~een out-
migratin0 salmnn smolt su~ival and expoS. Eve~ if ~e a~ion had not been e~oined, the
e~eHment ~uld ~ot have been ~nducted in a manner consistent ~ its e~e~mental
d~ign bemuse high ~an Joaquin River flows prevented ~e in~talla~on of the Head of Old
River Ba~, Any incidental protection to the San Joaquin River fishe~ that ~uld have

redu~ions are to be made-up in
suspe~ ~al i~ ~e environmental groups’ real complaint.

The Apff121 ~er also makes reference to modeling studies
N~ember 20, 1997 Final Administmgve Proposal on Management of Section M06(b)(2)
Water ~s ~pted. The le~er states that this modeling ~clearly indi~te8 ~at less than
800,0o0 a~e feet of water ~II be u~ed for CV~IA impl~m~nt~ion dudng ye~r~ ~th hydrology
similar to this year." However, ~ impa~ on w~ter delNefies, whi~ was ~e im~ ~n~lyz~d
by ~e motiving ~tudie~, i~ nol ~e measure of (b)(2) w~ler, ~ poinl noted by ~e Administrative
Proposal. The measure of (b)(2) water must be dete~ined by ~Iculating the delive~
~pabili~ of ~e GYP during the criti~l 192~ drought pe~od, not ~ year w~ hydrology
~imilar to ~is year.
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The environmental groups’ letter concludes by asking that Interior comply with the term== of the
temporary restraining order entered on April 16, 1999. The San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water
Authority could not object to this, However, given that the incidental protection=, if =ny, that
would have resulted from the action enjoined are I~eing provided by the 1995 biological
opinion, the Authority believes that Interior’s efforts would be better spent on developing the
(b)(2) accounting process. When that process is complete, the questions raised by both the
environmental groups an~l the Authority can be answereO.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Daniel G. Nelson
Execu~Jve Olrector

DGNIslm

co: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
S~n=at~r Barbara Boxer MaW Nichols
Congressman Gary Condit Tom Hannigan
Congrecsman Cal Dooley
Congressman George Radanovich
~3eorge Frampton
Patty Benacke
Steve Richardson
Mike Spear
Lester Snow
Kirk Rcdgers
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